
Sunny L. Smith
E-mail: ssmith@raylaw.com
Phone: (817) 333-2822

Office Location: 
Fort Worth, TX

EDUCATION
- Bachelor of Arts in History, magna cum laude, Texas Wesleyan University, 1996
- Doctor of Jurisprudence, Baylor University School of Law, 1999

HONORS AND DISTINCTIONS
- Baylor Law Review, Assistant Managing Editor
- Phi Alpha Delta, Chapter Justice, Baylor Law Chapter
- Mortar Board National Honor Society, Chapter President
- Alpha Chi National Honor Society, Chapter Chair, Professional Committee
- Hatton W. Summers Scholar

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
While in law school, Sunny clerked at the Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office in the 
Crimes Against Children Unit. Before joining Ray Peña McChristian, Sunny was an 
associate at a Houston litigation boutique, where her practice centered on securities and 
complex litigation.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES
State Bar of Texas, Texas Young Lawyers Association, Fort Worth-Tarrant County Young 
Lawyers Association, Tarrant County Bar Association, Texas Association of Defense 
Counsel

COURT ADMISSIONS
- Texas, 2000
- U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas, 2004  
Professional Reference
- Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, West’s Legal Directory
- Co-Author, Proximate Cause and the Loss of Chance Doctrine, Advanced 
Medical Malpractice Course, 2003  

PERSONAL
Born and raised in the Fort Worth, Texas area   

EDUCATION
- Bachelor of Arts degree, North Texas State University, 1977
- Doctor of Jurisprudence, St. Mary’s University School of Law, 1981

HONORS AND DISTINCTIONS
- Phi Alpha Delta
- 1980 Texas State Moot Court Champion, 
St. Mary’s University School of Law
- Law Review: St. Mary’s Law Review
- Member, National Order of Barristers

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND
In 1981, John joined a large El Paso law firm as a personal injury and commercial 
litigator.  He subsequently became a partner in the firm and remained there until 
February 1990, when he left to join the law firm presently known as Ray Peña 
McChristian.  

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES
State Bar of Texas, Texas Association of Defense Counsel, Defense Research Institute, 
American Board of Trial Advocates, National Association of Railroad Trial Lawyers, 
Texas Association of Railroad Trial Lawyers, American Bar Association, and local bar 
associations

Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers, Best’s 
Directory of Recommended Insurance Attorneys and Adjusters, Trial Attorneys of the 
Insurance Bar, West’s Legal Directory, Texas Board of Legal Specialization Directory of 
Board Certified Attorneys

John has published articles in law school and as an attorney relating to various legal 
topics.

COURT ADMISSIONS
- Texas, 1981 
- U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas, 2003
- U.S. District Court, Western District of Texas, 1983
- U.S. Court of Appeals, 5th Circuit

• AV Rated Attorney, 
Martindale-Hubbell Law 
Directory

• Bar Register of Preeminent 
Lawyers

• Texas Rising Star 2013 
(Texas Monthly Magazine)

• Shareholder

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
- Medical Malpractice
- Product Liability
- Construction, Accidents and Injuries
- Texas Medical Board
- Texas Board of Nursing
- DEA Investigations of Physician Offices
- HIPAA Audits and Compliance

PERSONAL
Born in Big Spring, Texas and raised in Big Spring, Texas and El Dorado, 
Kansas
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